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K Dur of Mayoralty held the 5th 


Day of February, Anno Dom. 1723. 


ORDERED, 


That the Thanks of this Court be returned 


to the Reverend Mr. Shuckford for his 


Excellent Sermon Preached on the 30zh 
of January laſt, and that he be deſired 


to the Same, 
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CITY os NORWICH. 


GENTLEMEN, 


| Beg Leave to make Uſe of the Op- 
portunity, you have given Me, to 
expreß che oy, 1 have as a Native 
and a Citizen, in the Flouriſhing Eſtate of 
the City of NR WIe: It is, 1 dare ſay, 
a Satisfaction to all good Men to ſee ſo 


Large and Conſiderable a Community fo 
heartily attach'd to the Preſent Govern- 
ment, fo ſteadily adhering to the Com- 
mon Intereſt of their Country, and there- 
by, in the beſt and trueſt Manner, to their 
Own; and this with ſuch a Conduct and 
Unanimity, that no Attempts of your 
Adverſaries are able to defeat You. 


return You my humble Thanks, for 
that Part of my Preferment, which J En- 
joy from You. I ſhall at all Times pray 
for your Proſperity, and wiſh You every 
Thing, that may make You a moft 
Flouriſhing as well as a moſt Loyal City. 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, | 
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D zor. XXIX. 24. 

Even ull Nations ſtall ſay, Wherefore 

| hath the Lord done thus unto this 
Land? What meaneth the Heat 
of this great Anger, 8 


F we look into the Diſpenſations of God's 
Providence both to Communities of Men 
and to particular Perſons; We ſhall find 
22 many of them of ſuch a Nature, as that 
at firſt Sight we may not apprehend the Rea- 
ſons of them: God maketh his Sun to Shine 
upon the Unjuſt as well as the Fuſt, Nay very 
often Wicked Men, Men, that muſt be odious 
in his Sight, are ſeen to Flouriſh, and to have, 


as it were, Marks of his Fayour ; whilſt ſome 


extraordinary Calamities ſhall overwhelm Per- 
ſons of the moſt conſpicuous Piety, who, we 
„%% ſhould 


2 ASERMON Preadh'd at the 
ſhould think, might obtain the particular Bleſ- 
ſlings of Heaven. 


THERE cannot perhaps be any Inſtance, that 
may {ſet this Truth in a more remarkable Light, 
than the Fact, which this unhappy Day offers 
to our Conſideration. Princes, as they are in 
the higheſt Stations, are conſpicuous to the 
World: And I might ſay, that, as the Prince 
on this Day Martyred, was a Perfon of a di- 
ſtinguiſhing Virtue ; as the Calamities, that fell 
upon Him, were the ſevereſt and moſt unna- 
tural, that perhaps any Prince was ever tried 
with; ſo his Misfortunes muſt ſeem the more 
unaccountable: But then — tho' the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence are ſometimes of this Sort, 
yet we ſhall charge God very fooliſhly, if We 
determine that he has not wiſe and good Rea- 
ſons for all his Dealings with the Sons of 
Men: The beſt Heathens have kept their Spe- 


eulations free from this Abſurdity; for the 


Light of Nature is ſufficient to Teach us, that 
the Governor of the Univerſe muſt be Juſt, 
and rule the World with an unerring Wil- 


"Taz Ine ade of the Diſtributions of the 
Good and Evil of this Life is a Subject very 
eaſy to be ſtated by a Chriftian; and I ſhall 
not ane this the Matter of my Diſcourſe: 


There 
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There is a Circumſtance in almoſt all the Evils, 
that happen to us, which we ſeldom attend 
to; and that is, that few or none of them 

ariſe from the Duſt ; under the Smart of Mis- 
fortunes we are apt to Complain ; but if in- 

ſtead of that we would examine wiſely, we 
ſhould perhaps find, that the Inequality is not 

in Providence but in our Selves; The Circum- 
ſtances of our Affairs, or the Actions of thoſe 
about us, do by their natural Tendency raiſe 
the Troubles we lie under; We think Provi- 
dence to bear hard upon us, when God only 
ſuffers Things to take their Courſe, and the 
Events to ariſe, which would ariſe without an 
extraordinary Interpoſition to prevent them: 
We might examine the Evils of Life in this 
View, and become the wiſer for them; We 
might ſearch the Cauſes of our Misfortunes, 
and having ducly conſidered them, ſee what 
Inſtruction for our future Conduct we might 
learn by them. 1 ſhall beg Leave to turn your 
Thoughts this Way upon the unhappy Cala- 
Tut which this Day ſets before us. And, 


1 1 mall conſi der a Copa 
in the Misfortunes of the Martyred King , 
which might induce us to complain in the 
Words — ul us, why has the Lord done thus 
unto Him, what l mean the Heat of fo 
fierce an Anger? ? 


SeconD, 
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SECONDLY, I ſhall ſet before you what the 
unhappy Cauſes really were, that e con- 
tinued, and compleated his Misfortunes. 


TulRbLx, I ſhall enquire, what a wiſe and 
prudent View of this Affair would teach Us. 


FirsT, Let us conſider ſome Circumſtances 
of our Martyr 'sSuffcrings, which would induce 
us to complain of the Severity of Them; and 
Theſe I think will abundantly appear, if We 
but conſider the Nature of his Sufferings ; The 
Cauſe for which he Suffered ; The Quality of 
his Perſecutors; ; or his own Virtue. | 


if. Ir we Sonner the Nature of his Suf- 
1 : The higheſt as well as loweſt of 
Mankind are indeed Subject to the Calamities 
of Human Life, and their higher Stations do 
often expoſe Them to many Fates, from which 
the lower Orders of Men live retir'd and ſe- 
cure; but there are ſome Evils, which Princes 
might ſeem to be ſhelter'd and exempt from : 

They muſt die, and fail like other Men; nay 
the Stroke of an Aſſaſſin, or the Attacks of 
Conſpiracies and ſecret Treaſons are ſometimes. 
Fatal to Them; but it will for ever appear a 
monſtrous Calamity, for a Prince to be ſtripped 
by Degrees of his Dignity. and Preheminence, 
convened before a Tribunal of his Subjects, 
and condemn'd to die as a Malefactor. 


Bur 
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Bur 24ly, This will appear ſtill more Shock- 
ing in the Caſe before us, if we conſider the 
Cauſe in which this our Prince Suffered. His 
Enemics have taken Pains to repreſent Him, 
as a Deſtroyer of the Rights and Liberties of 
his People, and that it was neceſſary for Him 
to be cut off to fave the Kingdom; And it 
would be but little to the Honour of his Me- 
mory, if there were no better Defence to be 
made for Him, than to ſuppoſe Him, as a 
King, uncontroulable: But there is a ſufficient 
Vindication of King Charles the Firſt ; He died, 
not for endeayouring to overturn, but to ſup- 
port our Conſtitution : The late excellent Biſhop 
Fleetwood, ſpeaks of Him with Regard to the 
Church to this * Purpoſe, © No Prince, I will 
e fay no private Gentleman did cyer under- 
ic ſtand the Conſtitution of our Church better 
« defend it with ſtronger Arguments; adhere 
« to it with more Judgment; adorn it with 
« better Manners; live up to it's good Prin- 
« ciples with more Virtue ; and no Prince but 

% He did ever die in it's Defence. Any Per- 
ſon, that will read his Hiſtory may ſee, that 
the Conteſt between Him and his Enemies 
came at laſt to This, whether he would ſur- 
render up the Powers of a King, and ſet his 
Hand to raze the Foundations of that Plan of 


os Sermon before. the Lords, Jan. 30. 1709. ; 
a 1 Govern- 
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Government, which is the known 'Happinels 
of our Nation: In this ſo good and great a 
Cauſe, he might well Hope for Safety and Suc- 
ceſs, even when He found Himſelf in a de- 
clining Condition. “I confeſs (ſaid He in one 
of * his Letters) that ſpeaking as a Soldier 


« or a Stateſman, there is no Probability but 


« of my Ruin; but as a Chriſtian 1 muſt tell 
„ you, That God will not ſuffer Rebels to 
« Proſper; And whatever perſonal Puniſhment 
it ſhall pleaſe Him ito inflict upon me, muſt 
© not make me Repine, much leſs give over 


A 


&« this Quarrel: for I know 'my | Obligations 


« both in Honour and (Conſcience, not to in- 
« jure my Succeſſor nor forſake my Friends. 
We have, ſince this Day ſtruggled with Glory 
and Succeſs to 'preſetve this happy Conſtitution 
of our Kingdom; and the many extraordinary 
Inſtances, in which Providence has been pleaſed 
to exert it ſelf for it's Preſervation, might in- 
duce us to ask, why it was ſuffered for a 
Time to fall in the Hands of a Prince wiſely 
and eee attach d to It, Bat oy . 51 


„Lr us confer: the: Quality T his 


W All the Proceedings againſt the King, 
his Sentence and Execution, were made to 


bear a Venerable Name; to be the Act of the 
People of England; to carry a Form and Pre- 


* . Hiſt. 
tence, 
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tence; as if the whole Body Politic of a free 
Kingdom had roſe in it's Defence againſt d 
Tyrant, endeavouring the Diſſolution of it, 
and indeed © one might realonably believe, 
% that nothing leſs than an Univerſal Defection 
©. of three Nations could reduce a great King 


« to ſo ugly a Fate. What then ſhall be ſaid, 


when we conf der the Circumſtances that con- 
tributed to his Ruin? A Want of Unity, and 
a Weakneſs of Counſel continually blaſted all 
Endeayours for his Safety and Service; and an 


unaccountable Succeſs ſupported the Attempts 


of the Worſt of thoſe, that were engaged 
againſt Him; till a few private and obſcure 
Men; none, if any of which, had ever raiſed 
themſelves; to any ſhare: of the * Knowledge 
or Favour: of their Prince, were poſſeſt of the 
Strength of the Kingdom; were able, to carry 


On thelr Schemes under the Protection and 


Authority of a disfointed Legiſlature, as far 
as they could obtain the Countenance and Fa- 


wür of it; and when the Eyes of all Men 


were, as it were, opened, and their very Par- 
liament oppoſed them, then to ſet a ſide That 


too; and in tlie Face of the Kingdom, to mur- 
det a Prince, who at that very Hour (ſays the 


Hiſtorian) had” as great a Share in the Hearts 
and Affections of nis Subjects in general, 


e 


* The, King * the Fo 1 but * of, the Perſons appointed 
70 fee Him. Clarendon gh Hi 3. p. 254, 2155. 


was 
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was as much beloved, eſteemed, and longed 


for by his People, as any of his Predeceſ- 
1ors. But, 


Ar Let us conſt der the Kings Virtue 5 
If Happineſs in this World was deſigned to be 
the ſettled and conſtant Reward of Virtue, 
He muſt have been a very proſperous and happy 


Prince; for let us view Him, where we will, 


in the Court; in the Camp; in his Impriſon- 
ments; or at his Death; we muſt allow Him 
to have been a great and ſhining Pattern in a 
degenerate Age: There is no Time, nor is it 
fit for me to attempt ſo known a Character; 


the Hardſhip of his Fate will abundantly ap- 


pear, if I ſay no more of Him, than in the 
Words of the Hiſtorian : If He was not the 


< greateſt King; if He was without ſome Parts 
and Qualities, which have made ſome Kings 


e great and happy; no other Prince was ever 
« unhappy, who was poſſeſſed of half his Vir- 
e tues and Endowments, and ſo, much with- 
out any Kind of Vice. 


Lex us now in the Second Place, conſider, 
what the unhappy Cauſes really were, that 
began, continued, and oampleates his Misfor- 
tine, An! 

15 of all, The Beginning of the Troubles 
and Commotions of the Kingdom was evi- 


n 


2 
£ 
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dently occaſioned by Errors in the Govern- 


ment. The * King, tho' He had an excellent 


* Underſtanding, was not confident enough of 
« it, which made Him often change his own 
Opinion for a Worſe, and follow the Ad- 
<« vice of Men, that neither judged nor intend- 
« ed ſo well as Himſelf; and He was hereby 
« many Times led into new Ways and Cour- 
&« ſes, which did naturally tend to create public 
« Diſturbances : which inſtead of the clear and 
happy Proſpects of an Engliſh Government, 
made Things look ſo dark, that the wiſeſ# and 
beſt Men thought the Foundations of their Rights 


and Liberties in Danger to be deſtroyed : © Who- 


ce ſoever conſiders (ſays the Hiſtorian) the Acts 


c of Power and Injuſtice of the Miniſters, in 


«© the Interyals of Parliament, will not be 
« much ſcandalized at the Warmth and Viva- 
« city of thoſe Meetings. It may be the Buſt- 
neſs of little Politicians to affect to dreſs up 
Kings in an inſupportable Grandeur; but a 
Government will never be truly happy or ſe- 
cure, which deſtroys or unſettles the Happineſs 


and Liberties of the People: The Chriſtian 


Religion does indeed lay the beſt Foundation 
for the Security of Princes; for all the Ter- 
rors of another Life are levelled againſt Faction 
and Rebellion; but Chriſtianity it ſelf binds 


no Men to be Slaves; for the Scripture, what- 


8 Elarendon's Hiſt. 
BY ever 
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ever has been abſurdly pretended to the Con- 
trary, has a juſt Latitude in theſe Matters: and 
if in one * Place Government is ſaid to be. 


the Oratzance of God, łis called expreſly. i in f ano- 
ther the Ordiuauce of, Man; and how ſtrictly 
ſoever we are obliged to render to Calar the 


Things that are Cæſars, yet Ceſar has no Right 
to take from us thoſe * that belong hh 


not to Him. 


AN os excellent Perſon of the Times we aw; 
treating of, in his greateſt Complaints for the 
Peoples Property and Liberties, acknowledged 
the Goodneſs of the King's Temper; but alaſs! 


the Foundations be caſt down, what can the 


Righteous do? The Foundation of Government 


is the Welfare of the People; and tho a Na- 
tion may be happily governed by an Arbitrary 


Prince; yet, where ſtated: Laws. have defined 
the Authority of the Government, and the Li- 
berty of the Subject, nothing but an Adherenee 


on both ſides to the Conſtitution will be of 
ſufficient Weight: to keep ſuch a State ſafe and 
ſecure from Storms and Ruin. I am loath to 
dwell too long upon theſe Things, or to ap- 
ply them, as I might do; to the | Cafe before 


us, but I could not but ſay thus much to 
wy becauſe ſome! Men have been 1 very | 


kom. XIII. 2. + 1 Pet. II. 13. #1 Lord Falkland. 
. fond 


Wes; 
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fond of aſperſing every Opinion as Factious 
and Seditious, which does but ſeem to lim it 


or reſtrain the Will of Rulers: but how ſe— 


verely might it be remarked, that the other 
ſort of Tenets have only been Snares to tempt 
our Princes into their Ruin. Men may upon 
occaſion make their Court by their Submiſ- 
ſions, and pretend to devote themſelves to a 
paſlive Virtue; but when brought to the Trial, 
the Reaſon and Practice of Mankind runs quite 


| 2 Way. 


A 24 Thing, that encreaſed the Troubles of 
the King and Nation, was the purſuing ſome 
unhappy Schemes in Matters of Religion. The 


King himſelf had the juſteſt Sentiments of the 
_ Chriſtian Religion, as may appear to any one 
from his Excellent Letters and Conferences 


about it; and I ſhall not enquire, who it was, 
that miſled Him, but this I may affirm, that 
the preſſing an Unifortnity, with the Appear- 
ance of an Army was the likelieſt Way to 
prevent it for- ever. Kings have a Right to 
govern all their Subjects Eecleſiaſtical as well 
as Civil; and Chriſtian Kings may be glorious 
Defenders. of the Faith, and Nurſing Fathers of 
#he Church, y Miniſtring Fuſtice, to the Puniſh- 

ment of Wickedneſs and Vice; and by maintain- 
ing true "Religion, i) ſupportive Virine; But a 
ne will never poſſefs it felf of the 
FASL _ Hearts 
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Hearts of the Subjects, by compelling or ſub- 
duing their Opinions in Matters of Re- 
ligion. . 


Ie We look into the Hiſtory of Mankind, 
Wo. may ſee, that our later Ages have in theſe 
Points even ſunk beneath the good natural 
Senſe of the ancient Heathens: Some of their 
Victorious Commanders did, now and then, 
out of Pride or Paſlion, inſult the Religion of 
conquered Nations; but I know of none ſo 
weak, as to think it good Policy to endeavour 
to unite Kingdoms by Force of Arms in the 
Externals of Religious Worſhip : Holy Wars are 
of a later Date: It is ſo clear to Reaſon and 
good Senſe, where a vain Zeal does not blind 
them, that all the Ends of Government ma 
be otherwiſe ſecured ; that the Worſhip of God 
muſt be free and voluntary, or tis none at all; 
That Men's Minds muſt be enlightned by In- 
ſtruction, and not compelled by the Sword; 
That we are not Maſters of our own Opini- 
ons, any further than our Conviction leads us, 
much leſs can we yield up blindly to the im- 
perious Dictates of other People; That the 
wiſeſt Legiſlators will ſeek to eſtabliſh their 
Authority upon the known and ſtable Princi- 
ples of ſecuring the Lives, Liberties and Wel- 
fare of their Subjects, rather than upon the in- 
tricate and impoſſible Scheme of compelling 
3 them 
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them to an entire Unity in Matters of 
Religion. 


Tat beſt Writers have conſtantly endea- 
voured to expreſs their Minds very fully upon 
this Subject, Thoſe Actions (lays Biſhop Burnet] 
«© which concern Human Society, belong to the 
« Authority of the Magiſtrate, but our Thoughts 
« with Relation to God, and ſuch Actions as 
« ariſe out of thoſe Thoughts, and in which 
© Others have no Intereſt, are God's immediate 
Province, and can belong to no other Ju- 
riſdiction: God only knows our Thoughts, 
« and He alone can change them; ſo that a 
10 Magiſtrate „ by encroaching upon Them, 
« breaks in upon God's Propriety, and upon 
<« that eſſential Right of Human Nature of wor- 
* ſhipping God according to our Conviction. 
Theſe are commonly the Thoughts of all ſorts 
of Men, if Themſelves are but under the Ap- 
prehenſions of a Compulſion; and 'tis no Won- 

der. that the King's Enemies could make their 
Uſe of his unhappily falling into a Miſtake in 
this Matter, and raiſe the Diviſions of the Peo- 
ple to a greater Height, by adding to them the 


fiercer Fuel, which is abundantly afforded. by 
Diſturbances about Religion. | 


cc 


La) 


e 


Bur zal, The laſt and moſt fatal Cauſe of 
the Miſchiefs of this * were the Diſtempers 


C of 
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of the People. If there had been any Virtue 
or true Principle in the Zealots of theſe Days, 
after all the Miſtakes and Errors of the Admi- 
niſtration, the King and Kingdoms might have 
been entirely Happy: for tho the King had been 
miſguided; as what Prince miglit not? eſpecial- 
ly, if influeticed by ſuch Men as He unhappily 
had about Him, and almoſt entirely without a 
ſingle Perſon, to repreſent to Him the true 
State of the Nation; yet He was at all Times 
ready to correct his Miſtakes, and to enter in- 
to all poſſible Meaſures to prevent them for 
the future. The Grievances complained | 'of 
were abundantly redreſs4, and every Uneaſi- 
neſs removed; in a Word, ſo much was every 
Way done for the Repoſe of his People, that 
an uncorrupted Poſterity, that ſhall look into theſe 
Affairs, muſt ' allow the King to have given ſuf- 
ficient Monuments of the moſt fatherly'4 fettion- 
to Them. But how dangerous are the Tumults 
and Diviſions of a Nation ! there had been ſuch. 
Encouragement given to popular Diſturbances, 
under a Notion of redreſſing Grievances by 
them, that the Authors of them, when they 
were expected to return to their Duty, began 
to think Themſelves too conſiderable to be 
quiet. It has been thought, that if the King 
had immediately gratify'd the Leaders of the 
Faction with the Adminiſtration of Affairs, 
He might thereby have ſubdued that Spirit to 
| 1 Him- 
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Himſelf, which for want of being ſo quieted, 
ſtill proceeded to inflame the Kingdom: But 
whether this would have been true is uncer- 
tain; for tis hard to be conceived, that a 
factious Subject ſhould make a good Gover- 
nor; for tho' their Conditions are different, 
yet they are pretty near the ſame unharmoni- 
ous Paſſions of Pride and Inſolence, which, 
cauſe Sedition in the one, and Tyranny in 
the other; and We ſee in Fact that the pre- 
tended Patriots, who took off a King, and over- 
turn'd the whole Frame of Three Nations, un- 
der Pretence of preſerving the Civil and Reli- 
gious Liberties of the People, were when in 


Power, the greateſt Tyrants both in Church 
and State. 


ITE King by Degrees drew to Himſelf all 
the Worth and Loyalty of the Kingdom, for 
the Men of Honour and Integrity came over 
to Him; but the Strength and Power was un- 
happily got into other Hands: And if we but 
reflect upon the ſeveral Tempers of the then 
governing Spirits, What leſs could have hap- 
pened, without a Miracle, from the Admini- 
ſtration of ſuch Men, ſo advanced to Power 
as they were, but ſome prodigious Miſchief? 
When a People is broke looſe from all Re- 
verence to and Reſtraint of their Rulers, and 
intoxicated with a Notion of preſerving me -- 
8 Public 
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Public, by deſtroying every Appearance of their 


ancient Government, What can be expected 
but a various Confuſion for a Time, and at 
laſt their falling a Prey to ſuch Men, as by 


carrying on the public Ferment, and ſtill di- 


ſtancing their Aſſociates by new Schemes, 


fall perhaps at laſt ſet up and cſtabliſh Them- 


telyes ? 


| Bur I am in the Third and Laſt Place to 


conſider, what we may learn for our own In- 


ſtruction from the Calamities of this Day. 
There are unanſwerable Reaſons againſt our 
repining at or complaining of any of God's 
Judgments, how ſevere ſoever they may ſeem 
to be: God does often ſuffer the Worſt of 


Men, for his own Purpoſe, to compleat the 
Meaſure of their Iniquities: but this is in no 


wiſe an Argument of his Favour to them. 


And He may permit the moſt innocent Perſon 
to be afflicted, not out of Anger, but of Love: 


The greateſt Prince, the beſt of Men, may be 
made ſtill better by the Preſſure of Calamities, 
and thereby, whatever be their Sufferings in 
this World, they may obtain thro' them a 


brighter Crown, 4 far more exceeaing Weight of 


Glory in the Next. And as We ought not to 


repine at God's Appointments, ſo neither ſhould 


We endeavour to revive the Memory of. paſt 


Things, in order to raiſe Party-Reſentments, 
Cy ee, 68 . and 
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and to impute them to one another, to make 
the Day a Day of Strife and Diviſion ; for what 
| a Folly is it to rake up the Evils of a former 
Age, to diſturb the Repole of our own Times! 
Rather, as often as We view this Calamity, let 
Us do it in Order to eſtabliſh amongſt Us ſuch. 
Principles, as may make Us an happy People 
both in Church and State; let Us learn from. 
it zo obey our Magiſtrates, to be Subject to thoſe, 
that have the Authority over us, to lead quiet and 
peaceableLives under them in Goalineſs and Honeſty, 

and to avoid and deteſt the Miſchiefs of Faction 
and Rebellion : But let us not content our. 
Selves with ſome - tranſient. Notions of theſe 


Things, but in Deed and in Truth make our 
ag good — 15 


: Ws the Reſtoration took Place, it was 
natural for a People ſo long toſſed with ſo 
many Storms, to have ſome Averſion to the 
Authors of it's Troubles, and to run into Opi- 
nions, as oppoſite as poſſible, to thoſe of ſuch 
Adverſaries: An Humour of this Sort led our 
Fathers, almoſt inſenſibly, from the old Britiſh 
Senſe of Government into a more refined and 
ſpeculative Scheme of Allegiance, but in a few 
ears what were the Fruits of it? —— God 
has placed Us in an Age, where We may look 
back and ſee the Trial and Worth of the Prin- 
| ciples that are offered to us: An Opinion of 


the 
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the Doctrine of paſſive Obedience betray'd the 
late unhappy King James into his Ruin: He 
thought Himſelf Safe in his unwarrantable 
Schemes in the Hands of the Profeſſors of this 
Principle: But this Principle was but a Reed —. 
On the other Hand, the Men that made this 
Profeſſion thought Themſelves the Aſſertors 
of a moſt venerable Loyalty, but They quickly 
found, that they had been binding up Burthens, 
which could never be born —. I would not 
enter too far into the Scene of our Conteſts; 
but ſince a Notion of this Principle has bertayd 
too many into a Diſlike of the Foundations 
of our Preſent Government; I wiſh for their 
own Sakes I could put Them upon a ſerious 
Review of it, for I ſhould think, if They did 
but ſee, that it has always ſunk either the 
Prince or the People influenced by it, They 
wonld reject it for ever: But if they will not, 
let the Friends of the Government maintain 
their own Steadineſs: God has given Us a King 
truly determined to promote the Welfare and 
Happinefs of his People; and We are under an 
Adminiſtration, that diſpenſes the Happineſs of 
a good Government throughout the Nation: 
But it has been pretended, that our Principles 
are but uncertain; that We can diſſike our Go- 

vernors, when We pleaſe, and find Pretences 
To withdraw Our Affection and Allegiance -. Let 

it be the Buſineſs of the preſent Age, and our 
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Poſterity to confute and ſilence this Calumny. 
A Prince and a People united unto one ano- 
ther for the public Good. are upon the ſuxeſt 
Foundations of being happy; for “ tho' there 
<« is a Craft and a perpetual Subtlety, that Men 
of private Intereſt may work with, to carry 
4 on Views and Ends of their own; yet the 
<« true Intereſt of a Kingdom is the plaineſt 


Thing in the World; It is what every Body 
e may find and feel, and They cannot be long 
4 finding it neither. VUneaſy Spirits may be 
unſettled in Times of the greateſt Proſperity; 
But who can be ignorant, whether he has the 
Enjoyment of his Laws and Religion? And if 
he has, what honeſt Man will be led away by. 
any private Diſcompoſures? —— It has been ob- 
| ſerved, that many Nations after a long and 
virtuous Contention for an happy Settlement; 
have no ſooner arrived at it, but by inteſtine. 
Divilions they have fallen from it again. Times 
of Difficulty and Danger do-indeed unite Men's 
Hearts in proper Meaſures to provide for their 
Safety; but a publick Happineſs is apt to diſ- 
engage their Intention, to give a careleſs Way 
of thinking, and to make them more eaſy to 
be ſeduced and corrupted: But, God be thank- 
ed, We are not yet fallen into this Weakneſs. 
Ihe King has been pleaſed to declare, that He 
will make the Happineſs of his People his own 
— 5 and our ie have expreſſed an en- 
\ tire 


* 


20 ASERMON Preachd at the, &c. 
tire Concurrence in every Meaſure for the pub- 
lic Service =. That Spirit is not yet enfeebled, 
which muſt preſerve the Kingdom —. It is on- 
ly. to be wiſh'd, that the ſame Unanimity may 
| ſpread over the Nation, that we may know 
our true Intereſt, and be truly diſpoſed in 
our proper Sphere, to maintain and enjoy it; 
that neither the Arts and Pretences of our Ene- 
mies, nor any Weakneſs and Infirmity of our 
own, may ever be able to divide us, firſt from 
our Countr Yo and _—_— from one n 
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